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Obituary

David Fairchild McDonald
(1936-2019)

I first met David over the 
back fence of our adjoining 
house and flat in 1966.  
We discussed a few things, 
discovering that we were 
both starting at the University 
of Otago Dental School 
that year. David had been 
encouraged by his wife 
Elizabeth (a former School 
Dental Nurse) to apply for 
admission to Dental School, 
and he entered in 1966. Although David was almost 
exactly 10 years older than me, our association and 
friendship continued until his death.

David and I studied together on occasions through the 
course, sometimes walking home via the Captain Cook, 
and then graduating in 1969. David immediately went 
into his own practice in the Regent Chambers, Dunedin. 
His first patient was for an extraction, for which David 
charged $1.00. A bit different compared with now!

David shifted his practice to Pitt Street prior to 
accepting a posting to a Government clinic in the Central 
Police Station and Victoria Prison in Hong Kong in 1976. 
After 2½ years he moved into the then new Dental Facility 
at Prince Phillip Dental Hospital, Hong Kong, where he 
remained for a further 10 years. His association with the 
Police there continued as a forensic dentist.

After Hong Kong, David and Elizabeth returned to Pitt 
Street in 1989. He remained there, while also tutoring 
final year students at the Dental School, until retiring from 
dentistry in 2010. Elizabeth was his practice manager 
while they lived on their 160-acre deer farm on the Taieri 
plains. Later they moved to a 4½ acre garden block at 
Palmerston. Lumino Dental purchased the Pitt Street 
practice in early 2006.

David passed away peacefully on 8 January 2019  
at the Yvette Williams Retirement Village, Dunedin. 
Husband of the late Elizabeth, father of Fiona and the  
late Robert, and granddad of Sarah and James,  
David will be greatly missed by family and by his 
colleagues in the profession. Lindsay Robinson
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